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REPORT 
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THE FIRST QUARTER CENTURY OF THE COMMITTEE. 


Since issuing its last Report, the Committee has 
completed the twenty-fifth year of its existence. A 
brief sketch of its history during this period will be of 
interest to those who have borne a part in its work, 
and may afford encouragement and help to others en- 
gaged in similar movements. 

The Committee was formed in 1857. It was ata 
time when evil influences were rife in the city. Polit- 
ical power was largely in the hands of men who used 
it recklessly for selfish ends. The population was re- 
ceiving a large accession of foreign immigrants of the 
least desirable classes. On every Sunday, liquor shops 
flaunted their traffic in defiance of law; a score of low- 
class theatres and similar entertainments were open, 
enticing large numbers of the youth of both sexes; 
newsboys noisily cried their Sunday papers from one 
end of the city to the other; frequent processions, with 
bands of music and noisy crowds of men and boys, 
marched throvgh the streets; Sunday drunkenness, 
disorder and violent crimes were increasing rapidly. 

This aspect of affairs arrested anxious attention. 
While not a few good citizens, disheartened by the 
failure of previous attempts at reform, shrank from 
any further effort in this direction, there were others 
who felt that something could and must be done to 
stay the evil tide. A meeting of prominent gentle- 
men was held, at which, after careful consideration of 
the facts, it was resolved to make a patient, deter- 


‘to them expedient, and to fill vacancies in their own 


prevention of hostile legislation. It sought by pri . 


way than by legal means. It aimed to enlighten th 


: means of ape Renee and addresses, by t th I 


mined and persevering effort at reform. A Committee — 
of twenty was selected to carry on the work, with 
the assurance of hearty support. They were gentle- 
men, well known and respected in their various business 
and social circles, representing the different religious — 
denominations, and men of sincere convictions. They 


were authorized to adopt such measures as might seem 


number. 
Among the members of the original Committee, or 
who were added to it at an early day, were such well- 
known names as Horace Holden, Jonathan Sturges, 
James W. Beekman, Frederic G. Foster, David Hoa 
ley, Nathan Bishop, James M. Morrison, Thos. C. 
Doremus, Norman White, who have passed away ; 
while of those who served on the Committee durin, 
its first year there are living William Walker, William 
A. Booth, F. 8. Winston, Robert Carter, B. L. Fancher, . 
William Alex. Smith, O. 'E. Wood and George W. Lane. 
While the Committee held most fully the divine — 
obligation and paramount importance of the religious — 
observance of the Lord’s-day, it felt itself called to 
deal chiefly with the observance of Sunday as a civil © 
institution, established and protected by custom and 
law. It sought to discriminate carefully between the 
Sabbath as a religious and as. a civil institution, and 
jealously to respect the just limitations of the civil 4 
power in maintaining the observance of the rest-day. 
Recognizing the object of our Sunday laws to: be the 
protection of the sacred rights of rest and worship, t 
Committee aimed to secure the wise enforcement o 
existing laws, the enactment of such additional | 
as might seem necessary to the end in view, and t 


ait 


remonstrance and influence to prevent such occas 
of Sunday desecration as could be better met in 1 


public mind as to the value of the Sunday res 


press both secular and religious, and by the issue of 
carefully prepared documents. It sought to aid pas- — 
tors and others interested in studying this question, 
-_ and to encourage the formation of similar associations. 
_ It aimed to keep the one issue distinct from every 
other question of reform, and to decline impracticable 
measures. It sought to accomplish its ends, so far as _ 
possible, through the proper officers of the law, and to 
- ayoid giving needless prominence to its own agency. 
In fine, it endeavored to carry on its work on such just 
~~ and broad grounds as to secure the support of all good 
citizens.. : 
: These principles have governed the Committee from 
__ the beginning to the present time. The results of the 
_ work thus conducted have been all, and more than all, 
that could reasonably have been expected. Only a 
brief summary of the most important of these results _ 
ean be here given. 
In matters of legislation, the Committee prepared 
_ and was largely instrumental in securing the passage 
_ of the Metropolitan Excise law of 1866, the most 
effective liquor law ever enacted in this State; which, 
entorced as it was from 1866 to 1870, diminished 
arrests for drunkenness and disorder from a previous 
average of ten to twenty per cent. more arrests on 
Sundays than on other days, to an average of forty 
r cent. less on Sundays than on week days; and 
which brought to the city from license fees an annual 
_ revenue of one million dollars in place of the fifteen 
or twenty thousand dollars a year previously received. 
ter its repeal under the Tweed regime, the Committee 
1873, secured important amendments to the Excise 
which have given to this law whatever effective- 
has, and which have been enforced in other parts 
ie State, if not in this city. The Committee 
d and secured the enactment of the Sunday 
law of 1860, to suppress the numerous low- 
nday theatres and similar entertainments which =~ 
ing fruitful sources of vice and disorder; 


and the Processions law of 1873, to regulate and put 
under police control processions and parades on week 
days, and to abate the evil of noisy parades on Sunday, — 
The Committee also proposed certain modifications 
of the Sunday statutes as embodied in the new Penal 
Code, of which mention is made on a subsequent page 
of this Report. ‘seh 
The Committee has also carefully watched the 
course of legislation, and has frequently and with suc- _ 
cess opposed bills containing provisions hostile to the 
Sunday observance. . 
A most important part of the Committee’s work 
has been to secure, so far as practicable, the enforce- 
ment of existing laws. The action of the Committee 
here has been for the most part unobtrusive, but vigi- 
lant and effective. Threatened violations have been 
brought to the notice of the police authorities. In — 
some instances it has been necessary to employ special 
counsel, but usually the Committee has accomplished 
its ends wholly through the proper officers of the 
law. Occasionally it has been found expedient to 
evoke some special expression of public sentiment, as 
for instance, when obstructions were thrown in the 
way of the police in enforcing the Sunday theatre 
law, by means of judicial injunctions, under cover of 
which, in plain violation of law, it was attempted for © 
several weeks to carry on Sunday theatrical exhibi- 
tions. The response in such cases on the part of the 
better classes of our citizens has ever been prompt 
and decisive in sustaining the officers of the law in its 
impartial enforcement. 
In addition to the enforcement of the special laws 
above referred to, the Committee brought about the — 
suppression of the noisy crying of newspapers on Sun- 
day, and has secured the suppression of other ocea- 
ea disturbances of the peace and good order of the 
day. By private remonstrance with persons concerned 
therein, the Committee has frequently been able t 
prevent public and unnecessary work on Sunday. _ 


i) 
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In connection with the action of the Committee 
under the Excise and Sunday theatre laws, important 
decisions have been rendered by the courts sustaining 
the constitutionality of these laws. 

But its efforts have extended beyond this city. It 
was in response to an appeal from this Committee, 
communicated by an influential delegation, that the 
late President Lincoln issued in 1862 his memorable 
order for the observance of Sunday by the army and 
navy during our Civil War. The Committee bore an 
important part in securing the closing on Sunday of 
our Centennial Exhibition, and in behalf of the public 
recognition of the Lord’s- day i in the American depart- 
ment of the international expositions at Vienna and 
Paris ; and especially in securing the official recognition 
of the Sunday rest on the part of the representatives 
of our Government at the International Electrical 
Exposition at Paris in 1881. 

The Committee has held numerous conventions 
and conferences in various places throughout the 
country. Meetings have been held under its 
auspices, in this and other cities, with special refer- 
ence to workingmen and their interest in the Sunday 
rest. At the instigation of the Committee nam- 
erous sermons upon the various aspects of the Sunday 
question have been preached in this city and else- 
where, many of which have been printed and widely 
distributed. Several German mass meetings in this 
eity and Brooklyn have been held, enlisting a large 
number of our German fellow- citizens in sustaining 
the American habit of Sunday observance. Important 
help has been given to pastors and others interested 
in the discussion of the various aspects of the Sunday 
question, throughout the country, by correspondence 
and documents. The formation of similar associations 
in other States has been aided. Large use has been 
made of the secular and wepeous press, and many 
articles have been prepared and have appeared im the 
editorial columns of these papers, which have produced, 


there is reason to believe, no small effect on pul 
opinion. The Committee has collected a rare and 
valuable library of works on the Sabbath, including © 
a careful collection of discussions and facts from. the : 
iat current journals. 
Another important department of the Committee’ ay 
work has been the preparation and publication of orig 
nal documents. Some of these have been printed im 
German, and some in French and in other foreign lan- 
guages. Of these documents the Committee has issued — 
upwards of five hundred thousand copies, containing 
six million pages, beside many thousands of leaflets, 
circulars and other papers. ‘These documents have 
been widely distributed. Several of them have 
been republished in Germany. Thirty thousand 
copies of a carefully prepared sketch of the Ameri- « 
can Sunday observance, in French, were distributed — 
in France by special request of the friends of the 
cause there. Of some of the documents, many thou- — 
sand copies have been reprinted and distributed by | 
other agencies. The Committee has also printed and- 
distributed gratuitously to pastors of leading denomi-— 
nations throughout our country ten thousand copies ~ 
of “Gilfillan on the Sabbath,” an able work of 650_ 
pages. 
The work of the Committee has been carried on with 

5 a very moderate expenditure of funds. The opinion 
ae has been publicly expressed by more than one familiar | 
with its work, that by no other agency of Christian 
benevolence has more been accomplished for the well: 
being of our city and country, with the same Bk. 
ture. ee 

; For all that has been done during this past aeanant s 
_ century the members of the Committee ee reco 


gratefully acknowledge the generous cole peratic : 
which they have received from not a few of th 
fellow citizens. 


‘<“ ae 


DEATH OF > MR. NORMAN. WHITE. 


Just at the close of this period of its history the 
Committee has been called to part with one who more 
than any other was instrumental in its organization, 
and who, during all these years, was its presiding 
officer. Mr. White, while active in many spheres of 
Christian and benevolent effort, was especially identi- 
fied with the work of the Committee. For such ser-. 
vice he possessed rare qualifications. He was a man 
of strong and intelligent convictions, of hopeful 
courage, of excellent judgment, and of ‘conciliatory 
manners. To his fidelity and sagacity the success of 
the Committee in the past is largely due. The follow- 
ing action was taken on occasion of his decease: 


«The members of the New York Sabbath Committee record with profound 
sorrow their sense of loss in the death of their loved and honored. Chair- 
man, Mr. Norman White. Chief among the founders of the Committee, 
and from the beginning until laid aside by sickness its presiding officer, 
with rare wisdom he guided its counsels, and with unwearied zeal gave to 
its work his time, his care, his means. We would bow submissively to the 
Divine Providence whose ways are always wise and good, while we rejoice 
in the assurance that our friend and brother has entered into ‘the Sabbath- 


test-which remaineth for the people of God.’” 


THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE DURING THE PAST TWO 
YEARS, 


Space will permit only a brief statement of the work 
of the Committee since the issue of the last report. 

During this period the Sunday theatre law and the 
Processions law have been thoroughly enforced. Oc- 
casionally, proposed theatrical and similar entertain- 
ments on Sunday have claimed the attention of the 
Committee, which, on being brought to the notice 
of the police, have been promptly” suppressed. The 
only instance of threatened resistance to the Proces- 
sions law was that of a Socialistic demonstration 
and parade arranged for a Sunday, when on_per- 
mission being refused Dy the police authorities, the 
threat was made that the parade should take, place i in 
spite of the law and its ‘officers. The firmness dis- 


played by ths Superintendent of Police, ae the prepa- 
rations made for enforcing the law, caused a spe 
abandonment of the attempt. 


SUNDAY LIQUOR SELLING. 


. There has been more outward respect paid to th 
~ prohibition against Jiquor-selling on Sunday than 
during some previous years. The closing of the front 
doors and the less open and defiant display of th 
traffic have resulted in a diminished number. of — 
Sunday arrests, although the traffic has been largely © 
carried on ro eee ndrande through side doors and 
back entrances. Other agencies than those of the: feu 
Committee have been active in enfor cing the provisions pag 
of the Excise law. ae 
Persistent organized efforts have been made durin, 
the past two winters to secure a change in the Excise — 
‘law in the interests of the liquor- sellers, especially — 
by removing restrictions on the Sunday selling. These 
efforts the ‘Committee has vigorously opposed. Dur- 
ing the past winter the liquor and beer dealers of this 
city combined to secure the election of such members of 
the Legislature as would favor their wishes. A so-called 
black list was printed of the candidates in this city wh 
declined to accede in advance to the demands of the liquo: 
interests, and every effort was made to defeat them a 
the polls. After a long conflict at Albany representa 
tives of the liquor and beer dealers united upon a bill, 
_ which, beside other objectionable features, took from. 
_ the police the power of arrest without warrant, a power 
which exists under all other penal statutes, and with- — 
out which, as experience has shown, it would be. im- 
possible to enforce effectively the prohibition of Sun- 
day liquor selling. The Committee earnestly opposed — 
this measure, and was heard before the proper comm: 
tees, both of the Senate and Assembly. As 
result of these efforts, Sunday was excepted fro 
_. provision of the bill, thus leaving to the police 
pore of arresting on Sunday without. war 
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offences committed in the presence of the officer. In 
this shape the bill became a law. 

Movements made in this city during the spring and 
summer to secure from the Legislature a new and 
more effective excise law have received the hearty 
support of the Committee, in the hope of its making 
more effective the prohibition of the Sunday traffic. 


THE SUNDAY SECTIONS OF THE PENAL CODE. 


With the exception of the Sunday provision of the 
Excise law, and the Theatre and Processions laws 
above referred to, which have been enacted within the 
past few years, the laws touching the observance of 
Sunday have been expressed in a general statute, 
which has come down to us substantially unchanged 
from the last century, and under it, and the still earlier 
colonial laws, labor, traffic, public sports, etc., on Sun- 
day have been forbidden from the beginning. This 
statute, however, contained certain provisions like 
the one against travelling, which have long been ob- 
solete; and its penalties were entirely inadequate to 
secure the enforcement of the law, whenever resisted. 
When, therefore, the codifying of our criminal laws 
was undertaken, the Committee welcomed the oppor- 
tunity to suggest some slight changes in the Sunday 
law, and these were approved and found a place in the 
Penal Code which was finally enacted by the Legisla- 
ture in 1882, and took effect December 1st of last 
year.’ The Committee deemed it wise, so far as was 
possible, to adhere to the phraseology of the early 
statutes, relying upon the good sense of the community, 
the judicious action of the police authorities, and the 


reasonable construction to be applied by the courts, 


for such an enforcement of the law, as would meet 
general approval. But the imprudent zeal of some 
who aimed at a too rigid interpretation of the law, 


_ seconded by others whose purpose was to bring it into 


disrepute, led to actions which caused grave anxiety to 
_ the Committee, and justified the fear, that strenuous 
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efforts would be made, to repeal or seriously to modify 


the Sunday provisions. The course pursued by the 


courts, in applying a practical and moderate interpre- 


tation, and later the prudent course pursued by the -— 


police, relieved somewhat the apprehensions of the 
Committee. But, at the time, great irritation of. feel- 
ing existed. The feeling spread in some measure to 
other cities in the State. Plans were laid and steps 
taken to bring such pressure upon the Legislature, as 
would secure the prompt repeal, or radical modification 
of these sections of the Code. 

The Committee took measures to counteract these 
efforts. Correspondence and personal intercourse were . 
had with leading men in different parts of the State. 
Soon, in this city as elsewhere, the facts of the case 
became better understood. Several of the leading 
journals and some influential citizens and legal author- 
ities explained and. defended the Sunday sections of 
the Code, and corrected misapprehensions. 

Immediately upon the assembling of the Legislature, 
bills were introduced in both Houses: practically nulli- 
fying the Sunday laws, and were strenuously urged by 
a strong and organized lobby, representing the liquor, 
tobacco, and other dealers interested in Sunday trad- 


ing. The Committee by its representatives was re-— 


peatedly heard before the committees of the Legisla- 
ture in defense of the laws. Prominent citizens here 
and elsewhere throughout the State rendered valuable 
aid. Similar associations in other cities actively co- 
operated. Numerous petitions were presented from 
~ working-men and tradesmen, as well as other citizens, 
ugainst relaxing the protection, which the Sunday 
statutes give to the right of weekly rest. 

After a long struggle and abundant discussions in 
both Houses of the Legislature, a few changes 


_were made in the Sunday sections of the Code, the 


most important of which permits the selling of segars, 
fruit and confectionery during all the hours of Sunday. 


In other respects, the provisions of the Code remaim 


Pes 


Abe 


unimpaired. The discussion to which this issue gave 
rise in the Legislature and elsewhere called forth a 
most gratifying exhibition of the Sabbath sentiment 
of the people of this State, and has done not a little, 
it is believed, to confirm that sentiment. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS AND ADDRESSES. 


Y 


Under the auspices of the Committee, numerous 
public meetings have been held and addresses and 
sermons delivered on the different aspects of the Sun- 
day question, in various parts of the State. During the 
sessions of the Presbyterian General Assembly and the 
Baptist Convention at Saratoga last spring, a large pub- 
lic meeting was attended by members of both bodies, at 
which, in addition to a sketch of the present aspects of 
the Sunday question by the Secretary, addresses were 
delivered by Judge A. C. Hand, of Pennsylvania, who 
presided, Rev. Dr. T. J. Morgan, representing the 
Baptist Convention, and Rev. Dr. Harvey Ganse, of 
St. Louis, of the Presbyterian Assembly. Other im- 
portant meetings have been held in Utica, Buffalo, 
Saratoga, Port Jervis and other cities. 


: i DOCUMENTS, THE PRESS, ETC. 


The documents of the Committee have been widely 
ee distributed. Of new documents, there have been issued 
ag ___ 3,000 copies of doc. 46, the last Report; 1,000 copies of 
= doc. 47, “Sunday Laws of the State of New York and 
si Judicial Decisions sustaining them ;” an edition-of the 
___ Sunday sections of the Penal Code as amended by the 
last Legislature; a brief “Sketch of the Committee’s 
work for twenty-five years;” beside circulars, ete. 

The Committee has continued to avail itself of the 
columns of the public press both secular and religious, 
_ for the purpose of reaching the public mind with facts 
and arguments. An extensive correspondence has 
also been maintained with different parts of the 


oN, 
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SUNDAY RAILWAY WORK. 


The rapid increase of Sunday labor on our railways uhe 
has engaged the anxious attention of the Committee,as 
of thoughtful men all over our country, presenting, as it 
does, what is perhaps the chief source of peril to the 
observance of Sunday. . 

A leading railway journal, Zhe Railway Age, of 
Chicago, has recently discussed the question, with 
great candor and intelligence, and has also done a | 
most important service by securing the opinions of — 
a number of prominent railway managers as to the 
practicability and desirableness of reducing Sunday © 
traffic and work. These opinions nearly all concur 
as to the great importance of the Sunday rest to 
the employés, as well as to the community at large, 
and of restricting Sunday work in some measure. — 

But some of them doubt the practicability of doing 


= rates a hr 


. much in this direction, because of the demand of. the 


business community for the speediest transportation 
of freight, and because of the rivalry of competing 
lines. 

On the 19th of April last, the president of the 
Louisville, New Albany & Chicago R. R. Co, Bennet — 
Ee Young, Esq., issued an order forbidding the running 
of any trains on Sunday on his road, except those carry- 
ing United States mails, and two months later, in a com- 
munication to the Railway Age, he gives the grounds 
for his action. He says, that there are in the railway 
service of this country, it is estimated, five hundred 
thousand persons, and that it is probable that more 
than one-half of these are required at some time to do 
Sunday service. The result of thus requiring two 
hundred and fifty thousand persons to violate the day, 
simply to make money for the corporations, is not only 
a monstrous wrong against their religious and family J 
rights, but it is an incalculable injury to society at — 
large. He adds, that, so far, the results of the experi- _ 
ment on his road are more than satisfactory, and no- 


13 


injury or loss has resulted to his company from the 
enforcement of his Sunday order. 


SUNDAY IN OTHER PARTS OF THE STATE, 


In Brooklyn, Albany, Utica, Buffalo, Newburgh, 
Long Island City, and other places, organizations 
have been started to secure a better enforcement 
of the Sunday laws, especially those pertaining to 
the sale of liquor on that day. These movements 
ie have received such co-operation as the Committee has 
aft been able to ‘give. Some of these organizations took 
an active part in the contests in the Legislature during 
: the past winter. ; 
if Sunday excursionsfrom this city have proved in not 
a few instances sources of serious disturbances to the 

adjacent towns. The people of Hastings, where are 

two pic-nic groves frequented by the noisy and.often 

indecent crowds that land from excursion boats and 

swarm through private grounds, finally took yigorous 
action in the matter, and on complaint of the village trus- 
_ tees, a temporary injunction was secured against the 

landing of excursion parties at these groves on any day 
_of the week. On the final hearing the injunction was 
_ suspended only on the stipulation that excursions on 
week-days be allowed to land provided no beer or 
liquor is sold, and that no excursion party should land 
on Sunday. 


pte SUNDAY QUESTION IN OTHER STATES. 


_ Elsewhere throughout the country, during the past 
_ two years, the Sunday question has engaged unusual 
attention. 

: In Massachusetts, early in the past summer, the 
‘announcement of a Sunday passenger train over the 
_ Housatonic Railroad, from Bridgeport to Pittsfield, 
aroused immediate and strong opposition on the part 
the dwellers in the quiet villages along the route, 
mill owners, the summer boarders, etc. At a pub- 
“ead beforé the board of railroad commissioners 
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of the State, without whose permission the train could 
not be run, so vigorous a protest was made against 
the disturbance that the proposed train would occasion, 
with its imroad of Sunday excursionists, and the in- 
ducements to drinking and dissipation, that the eom- 
missioners decided unanimously against the train. 

In the Legislature of New Jersey, last year, a bill to 
modify the Sunday laws in favor of hquor dealers was 
defeated. Early in the past winter, theatrical per- 
formances on Sunday in the city of Newark, which 
for a long time had been tolerated, were suppressed 
by the police. The immense overflow of Germans 
and others from New York into Jersey City, Hoboken 
and the neighboring towns, is the occasion of a very 
large Sunday business in the saloons of those places. 
Very recently efforts had been made with some sue- 
cess for the enforcement of the law, in closing these 
places on Sunday. 

Louisiana was for a long time the only State which 
had no Sunday law. A few years since a law was 
passed by the Legislature giving power to the several 
counties or parishes to enact “ordinances restricting 
Sunday traffic, and several counties passed such 
ordinances, with very successful results. Recently, 
however, the law has been declared unconstitutional 
by the Supreme Court. A year ago a movement was 
started in New Orleans in favor of Sunday ob- 
servance. A large number of ministers and laymen, 
representing the various religious denominations, met 
to confer on the subject, among whom were represen- 
tatives of the Roman Catholic Church and the prin- 
cipal Jewish Rabbi of the city. It was agreed to or 
ganize a league on a basis so broad as to unite all, 
whatever might be their opinions concerning the re- 
ligious obligation and use of the day, in efforts to 
discourage all unnecessary servile labor on Sunday, 


and all such public amusements as involved the servile 


labor of others. Officers and an executive committee 
were chosen, comprising prominent laymen and eler- 


_ gymen of different denominations, Protestant and 
_ Catholic. Inspired by the formation of this league, a 
_ number of the retail clerks of the city organized them- 

selves into an association for urging upon the Legisla- 
_ ture the passing of a Sunday closing law. 


>) 
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In Chicago the public desecration of the Lord’s-day =" 

has greatly increased within the last two or three : 

-—__— years, and without any effective effort to resist it. | 
‘The drinking saloons and nearly all the theatres are 
___ regularly open on Sunday, and the day is used for 
constructing and repairing railway tracks and similar 

ag work. A movement was started last year among some Ra 
____ of the churches for the purpose of closing the theatres 


-_- on Sunday. But it does not appear that anything 
| ~ was accomplished by it. < 
In California, within the past year, after an exciting 
contest, the friends of the Lord’s-day have met with 
what would seem a disastrous defeat, but which, it is 
hoped, may ultimately result in good. A Sunday law 
of the State of several years’ standing prohibited the 
keeping open on Sunday of any store, workshop, bar, 
_ saloon, banking-house or other place of business for 
_ the purpose of transacting business therein, under 
penalty of a fine of from five to fifty dollars The 
_ Supreme Court of the State, on an appeal, affirmed 
the constitutionality of the law. The opinion of the 
_~ Court, in which a majority of the judges concurred, 
said: Es 
“ Regarding the matter from a purely secular standpoint, the law isa 
_ Proper and salutary one. It imposes no restraint upon the conscience of 
_ any member of the community ; it exacts from no person the performance 
any religious rites or ceremonies ; it proscribes no religious faith or be- 
* * Sunday laws leave a man’s religious belief and practices as free 
the air he breathes. It only forbids the carrying on of certain kinds of 
siness on a certain day of the week, and the day selected in deference to 
lings and wishes of a large majority of the community is the day 
monly denominated the Christian Sabbath or Sunday.” 


ouraged by this decision, a movement was 
for the better enforcement of this law, which | 
e extent had long been a dead letter. The = 
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liquor dealers and others interested in Sunday traffic, 
constituting a very large and powerful class of el 4 
community, aided by the German “Turn Verein” 
and an association of free-thinkers, for the pur. 
pose of -resisting this movement organized a so-called 
“ League of Freedom,” the members of which pledeea 
themselves both to ‘disregard the law, and to sup- 
port no candidate for the. Legislature who was not — 
pledged to vote for its repeal. The public journals of © 
the State were largely under their intiuence. An at- 
tempt was made in San Francisco to enforce the law. 
The Ministerial Union of that city, representing some — 
fifty churches, presented an address of dignity, calm- — 
ness and strength to the mayor and other officials, 
setting forth the justness of the cause, the suffermg of 
the people, the majesty of law, and the peril that was 

threatened by those who were conspiring to resist it. 
The chiefs of police of San Francisco, Sacramento and 
other cities gave notice of their intention to enforce 
the law. But the members of the league threw their 
doors open defiantly. On the first day five i s 
dred arrests were made in San Francisco for violations — 
of the law, of which four-fifths were for selling liquor, 
and the names of those arrested showed that more 
than three-fourths were foreign born. The offenders — 
were admitted to bail and the trial deferred. An 
election was impending, and the question was carried | 
to the conventions of the two great political parties. — 
The Democratic convention, adopted a resolution 
strongly denouncing the Sunday laws, and demanding | 
their repeal. The Republican party, with a great show 
of enthusiasm, passed a resolution favoring the observ- 
ing of Sunday as a day of rest and recreation, and the 
maintenance of the present or similar laws providing 
for the suspension of all unnecessary business on § 
day. The Democratic party succeeded at the po 
A bill repealing the Sunday law, was passed by large 
majorities in the Legislature, and was signed by Go 
ernor Stoneman, who, in his previous message 
- recommended this repeal. . 


~ law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors on Sun- 

day, and requiring'the closing on that day of all places 

was preceded by a popular agitation and discussion of - 
this question throughout the State, such as rarely 
occurs. The enforcement of the law was attended 

with excellent results in diminishing Sunday arrests. 
But in Cincinnati and one or two other cities in the 
State, where there is a large foreign population, owing 
to their opposition and that of the liquor dealers, the 
law has been allowed to become a dead letter. The 
question has become an important element in the 
political contests in this State and the result is not yet 
determined. 

In Missowr7, in compliance with the public demand 
for some more stringent restriction of the liquor traftic, 
a law was passed by the last Legislature establishing | 

higher license fees, and re-enacting the prohibition of 

the traflic on Sunday, which for a long time had been 
practically disregarded. The taking effect of this new 
statute in July caused much excitement in St. Louis 
and one or two other cities. The law was at once 
enforced and with marked results. Many of the liquor 
‘dealers openly defied the law, and a large number of 
arrests were made. It was attempted in some instances 
to secure the rigid enforcement of all other Sunday 
~ laws, for the purpose of bringing them into odium, but 
after a féw weeks the operation of the law in St. 
Louis was suspended bv one of the city courts, on the 
round that a previous stattite, which had not been 
pealed, gave the city certain privileges which 
xempted it from the provisions of the law in ques- 
jon. It is thought, however, that this decision will 
-over-ruled by higher courts. Governor Crittenden 
firmly’sustained the law. The defiant action of 
liquor dealers has awakened strong feelings of in- 
ion among the better class of people throughout 
e. A large meeting of citizens of St. Louis 


The legislature of Ohio in April, 1883, enacte ve 


where such liquor is sold. The passage of this law ge 
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passed resolutions approving of the Sunday clauses of 
the law, deprecating the recent adverse decisions, and _ 
approving the course of the Governor in the matter. i 
A Workingmen’s Sabbath Day Rest Association has 
been organized i in St. Louis. suai 

In Milwaukee, where an unusually large proportion 
of the population is foreign-born, the laws protectin 
the Sunday-rest, and especially those forbidding the 
sale of liquor on Sunday, have been practically disre- 
garded for several years past. A movement made last 
fall to secure a better enforcement of these laws was 
met by bitter opposition on the part of the brewers 
and saloon keepers, and it was attempted to “boycott” 
the merchants who favored reform. 


ROMAN .CATHOLIC ACTION ON THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


The Roman Catholics constitute so large and influ- 
ential a class of our population, that the stand taken 
by them in many places, on the Sunday question, is 
worthy of special notice in this Report. In a number 
of cities they have heartily co-operated in move- 
ments for the better enforcement of the laws on 
this subject. Several prominent bishops and pastors 
have spoken earnestly and authoritatively, especially 
against Sunday liquor-selling and Sunday excursions, 
Archbishop Wood of Philadelphia, instructed his’ 
priests to forbid their people taking any part in a 
great excursion to Atlantic City which was being* pros 
jected, because he “regarded it as a violation of the 
Lord’s-day, and of the religious quiet and repose appro: is 
priate to that holiest of the holy days of the year.” 
The Rev. C. A. Walworth, the well-known learned 
and influential priest of Albany, i in a published letter 
said: pny) 


“It is my desire to have my position most distinctly understood in regard 
to the question of closing the liquor shops on Sunday. I need not repeat here 
that precept of the Catholic Church which prohibits aJ/ merchandise on Sun- — 
_day. It would be ridiculous to fancy any exception in favor of so dangerous on 
merchandise as that which constitutes the liquorstrade.” : ‘i 


ai 
Wisin ; 


_ The Metropolitan Catholic Union at a State Con- 
vention in Troy, in May 1882, unanimously resolved: __ 
“That the sale of intoxicating drinks upon the Lord’s-day is not only a vio- a 
{ion of the laws of the State and of the precepts of the church, but also a 
fruitful source of intemperance, and we are bound in the very nature of this 
union to oppose it and to seek by every available means to uproot it.’” 


Cardinal McCloskey and the bishops associated with es 
him in the recent provincial Synod, in this city, issued 
a pastoral letter, in which it is said: Couette 


“We wholly denounce and positively forbid excursions or picnics on Sundays 

or after dark, all moonlight excursions and all Sunday picnics; and we exhort ~* 
i our good people, who love their Church and have the interests of religion and 
morality at heart, to abstain from any participation in such scandalous, un- 

hallowed and disgraceful practices, and to use all their influence to suppress By 
them. The Lord’s-day, the blessed day of rest, must not be desecrated by vi 
_ such shameful scenes.” " 


SUNDAY OBSERVANCE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIKS, 


In Zngland the Lord’s-day Observance Society, the. i 

Workingmen’s Sunday Rest Association and numerous. an 
auxiliary societies have pursued their work in defense 
of the Lord’s-day with vigor and success. On the 
other hand, the Sunday League and the Sunday So- 
ciety have been .untiring in their efforts in favor of 
what they term a “free Sunday.” Some of the adher- 
__ ents of these latter societies ask only the opening of 

public libraries and museums on Sunday, while others 
~ avowedly aim at the entire secularization of the day. 

A motion in the Common Council of London to open 
he Guild Hall library and museum on Sunday was 
lost by a,vote of 97 to 25. 

In May of last year (1882) a motion in the House 
of Commons to open the national museums and galleries 
on Sunday was defeated by a vote of 208 to 83, Mr. 
adstone and his two sons voting with the majority . 
gainst the motion. In May of the present year,a 
similar motion by Lord Dunraven, in the House of ~ 
ords, was rejected by a vote of 91 to 67, and a substi-_ . 
ite offered by Lord Shaftesbury was adopted, favor- 
x the opening of the national museums and galleries 
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on three week-day evenings. In 1881, Lord Dunraven’s 
motion to the same effect was defeated by only seven 
votes. It is evidence of the feeling of .workingmen 
themselves on this’ subject, that petitions in favor 
of the substitute of Lord Shaftesbury, were presented 
from twenty-eight trades unions, embracing 100,700 
members. 

The Sunday opening of the museums, etc., is urged 
by some on the specious ground that it will attract 
men from the taverns. Yet the measure is favored 
with surprising unanimity by the public-house keepers; 
and the Sunday league through their secretary in 1868 
protested, before a “committee of the House of Com 
mons, against closing the public houses during all the 
hours of Sunday, on the ground of the convenience of 
those who go out for recreation and who naturally 
betake themselves to such places. 

As the movement in. England in favor of opening 
museums, etc., on Sunday has been adduced in sup- 
port of similar efforts in this country, the following 
testimonies are worthy of attention: 


Said the Duke of Argyle, in the House of Lords: 


“We know that there is a large portion of the artisan class who are not at- 
tached to any particular church, and who have no strong or definite theologi- 
cal opinions. Nevertheless, you will find among them the greatest possible 
jealousy as to all those notions tending to the alteration of the Christian Sun- 
day. What is this instinct founded upon? It is the feeling, perfectly well 
founded, that when you break down the religious sanction of the day, the legal 
sanction would be broken down also. Reference has been made to thie way in 
which Sunday is spent in other countries. In South Germany, the other day, 
I was much struck by the fact that works of construction were carried on as 
extensively on Sundey as on other days, and the scaffolding outside one of the 
finest churches was occupied with men who were at work on the building. 
The working classes of this country feel that, if the regard for Sunday were 
broken down in one respect, it would be broken down in others. I think this 
is a well founded jealousy, and on all these grounds I shall vote against, as 
being inexpedient, an abstract resolution tending in a direction of which the 
working classes of this country are justly jealous.” 


Mr. Mundella, a member of the government, and 
well-known as an earnest friend and advocate of the 
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working classes, in voting against the Sunday opening, 
» said: 


“Tt has been said that it was a question for decision by public opinion. 
What was that public opinion at present? There were 154 museums in the 
United Kingdom, The greater part of these belonged to municipalities, yet 
only four were open on Sunday. It was not accurate that the reason of this 
Sa was the absence of art culture in the towns, because Nottingham, with two of 

the finest museums in the country, showed, at a recent election, by rejecting 

. the members of the municipality who were in favor of Sunday opening, that 
they were apprehensive if once a step were taken in this direction its conse- 
quences could not be foreseen. The Saturday half-holiday gave the working 
classes those facilities for visiting museums which it was thought by this 
motion to afford them on Sunday. People did not go to Hampton Court on 

_ Sundays to see pictures, but to enjoy social intercourse and fresh air. * * * 
But he approved the sugeestion of Mr. Broadhurst, that museums and all 
galleries should be open between the hours of six and ten P. M., on at least 
three days in each week. He did not believe that the working classes were in 
favor of opening museums on Sunday. Until the national sentiment was com- 
pletely changed—until it was in favor of making Sunday a day of amusement 
and recreation instead of a day of rest—he held that it was the duty of the 

Government not to open these national institutions on Sunday.” 


Mr. Broadhurst, who represents a large constituency 
of working men, said : 

“He regretted that he was obliged to oppose the motion, and he took this 
view -entirely and distinctly in the interests of labour, and of that cause with 
which he had been identified all his life, namely, that the seventh day should 
be distinctly and fully relieved from all associations of labour. He opposed 
ine the motion also upon the ground that the resolution could not have any effect 
¥ ui but to loosen the ties that now bound us together in defence of an absolute 

rest one day in seven from all labour. There was no demand in the country 
in favour of this motion. In London there was a rich and well-appointed 
Society formed to forward the object of this resolution, and, though they adver- 
tised for weeks, and sent circulars in every direction, yet the result was, that 
the meeting which they called only half-filled St. James’ Hall. If the museums 
were open from six o’clock till ten on at least three evenings in the week, he 
was sure it would meet with general patronage and approval by the people of 
the metropolis. The argument which had been put forward in favour of ob- 
taining the Saturday half-holiday was that the workingmen would be able to 
take a fair share of secular enjoyment on Saturdays at the museums and gal- 
-_ Jeries, which were properly closed .on Sundays. But if the museums were 
opened on Sunday, what became of the argument for the Saturday half- 
holiday? If this resolution were passed, some day the people would have cause 
to regret that they had ever listened to a proposal, innocent, enough on the face 
of it, but fraught with the most certain danger, if not to them, to their children. 
as the tendency would be to encourage lavour on the Sunday.” 
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Pending the same discussion, the London Zymes 
said : 

“The fact remains that the cry for the opening of museums on Sundays does 
not come from the working classes. It is raised on thier account, it is raised 
by their professed friends, but it is not raised by themselves. It is a matter of 
no small difficulty to induce them to take any interest in the case put forward 
on their behalf. They are suspicious of the proffered boon, and are far more 
ready to lend their names to a petition against it than in support of it. They 
value Sunday as a day of rest, and they wish above all things to make quite 
sure that it shall continue to be this * * * * * His working days 
belong to his master ; his day of leisure is his own. He has no mind to let it 
go on any pretence, however plausible. While he continues in this mood, it is 
up-hill work for his self-constituted friends. Their strongest ground is cut 
away from them. Their a priori arguments as to the right use of a Sunday 
holiday lose all their force. The working man knows now that he has one ~ 
day in the week to himself, and he declines to be roused to indignation at 
restrictions which he does not feel and at the absence of privileges which are 
of far less importance to him than those which he actually enjoys.” 


The Irish Sunday closing act, which has been in 
force for the five years past, “will expire with this year, 
but will doubtless be re-enacted. Its results have 
been most marked in diminishing crime and pauper- 
ism. ‘The consumption of spirits and beer in Ireland 
in 1880 was nearly fifteen million dollars less than in 
1877. In the same period, the annual arrests for 
drunkenness were reduced twenty per cent. A similar 
law, closing places where beer and liquor are sold dur- 
ing all of Sunday, went into operation in Wales, in 
October, 1882. ‘The success of this measure in Scot- 
land, Ireland and Wales has greatly stimulated the 
demand for a Sunday closing law throughout England, 
and during the late session of Parliament, petitions 
were presented in favor of such a bill from upwards 
of 1,200,000 persons. 

On the Continent some advance has been made dur- 
ing the past two years with respect to the observance 
of Sunday. An increasing number of associations in 
various countries are working for this end; most of 
them affiliated with the International Federation for 
promoting the observance of Sunday, at whose head is — 
the venerable M. Alex. Lombard, of Geneva. 
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In Switzerland a new Sunday law was accepted in the Canton Zurich last 
year by a vote of 26,729 to 17,945. Its provisions are deemed on the whole 
satisfactory, and justify the hope that much will be effected thereby toward 
a better observance of the Lord’s-day. All noisy labor except in cases of 
absolute necessity is forbidden on Sunday and certain holy days; employers 
may not compel subordinates to do work that prevents them from enjoying 
the days of public rest; urgent cases excepted, officials are not required to 
grant to any person a hearing on Sundays, and no one may be summoned 
before them; during the hours of divine service shops and stores are to be 
closed and noisy processions and parades are forbidden. 

In Germany are indications of a growing interest in the Sunday question, 
Numerous societies labor for the observance of Sunday, some of them merely 
on humanitarian grounds. Liberals, as well as Evangelicals, take interest 
in the question, and the Roman Catholic Congress initiated a grand petition 
in favor of a better observance of the day: In various places efforts are 
being made to secure the closing of the shops for a longer portion of Sun- 
day than the law requires. Workingmen and employés in stores are peti- 
tioning numerously for their right to rest. In the province of Saxony the 
authorities have begun to respond to the wishes thus expressed. 

The question of reducing the work of post office employés on Sunday 
has been discussed in the Reichstag, and the example of Great Britain and 
this country were adduced in evidence, and especially the fact that in Lon- 
don no letters are distributed on that day. Asa result of this discussion, 
‘there has been some diminution in the hours of service in the post offices of 
Berlin, Hamburg and other places. The post offices in connection with tele- 
graphic offices, where labor was formerly uninterrupted, are now closed on 
Sunday from nine o’clock till fiye, though some of them are open foran hour 
in the middle of the day. It is hoped that more will yet be done in the way 
of restricting service on Sunday. One journal has adduced statistics to 
prove the penalty of a violation of the fourth commandment. Seventy thou- 
sand persons engaged without interruption in public and private postal 
service are deprived in good part of their rest on Sunday; but of these the 
number incapacitated by sickness and entitled to pensions increases from 
year to year to an alarming extent. 


Ip France the movement started among the Roman Catholics some years 
ago in fayor of a better observance of Sunday, under the leadership of the 
Count de Cissey, is making progress, and has secured the closing of factories, 
shops, and stores on Sunday in numerous places. Among the Protestants, 
a committee charged with promoting the observance of the Lord’s-day has 
recently been re-organized in Paris, and promises to prosecute its work with 
activity. 

In Italy societies in Milan, Rome, Naples and elsewhere are at work to 
secure the day of rest, especially to laborers and employés. Steps have 
been taken to organize a ‘‘Laborers’ League for Sunday Rest.” The result of 
‘this movement is already seen in the closing of some of the large stores in 
- Milan on Sunday, with the notice posted, ‘‘Closed on Sunday out of respect 
to the humanitarian principle of the Suuday rest.” 
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The Aonio Paleario Society and the Young Men’s Christian Association 
have united in issuing a series of documents in favor of the Sabbath, and in 
organizing in Rome a union of all who willobserve the Lord’s-day themselves 
and give to others under their control the same privilege. The movement 
has awakened attention on the part of leading Catholics in Italy, and incited 
them to efforts in the same direction. 

In Austria, as a result of the agitation of the Sunday question, the Minis- 
ter of Commerce, Baron de Pino, last year addressed a circular to the post 
office department, directing the restriction so far as possible of postal work 
on Sundays, and especially that opportunity for worship be given to the 
employés. This occasioned an inquiry as to how far the orders could be 
carried into effect, which was not as favorable as was hoped, because of the 
insufficiency of the personnel and the rapid development of commerce. 
But the postmasters of certain districts have petitioned for an important 
diminution of Sunday work in “rural offices. 

A mass meeting of workingmen of all classes held in Vienna adopted 
resolutions in which they declare that the interests of working people are 
closely bound up with those of all classes, so that the whole community 
receives the benefit of whatever benefits them; that hitherto the capital im- 
portance to workingmen of a regular day of rest, alike in its sanitary, moral 
and intellectual influence, has not been generally recognized. They there- 
fore resolved that it is the duty of all classes to work together to obtain it. 
They also protested against the issue on Monday morning of papers printed 
on Sunday, and which prevent their employés from having the benefit of 
the Sunday rest. 


CONCLUSION. 


The foregoing summary of facts is sufficient to show 
the place which the observance of Sunday holds among 
the most important questions of the day, and the need 
of intelligent earnest organized effort to maintain this 
observance in the interests alike of religion and hu- 
manity. ; 

The success which has attended such efforts on the 
part of this Committee and of kindred associations in 
other parts of our land, is full of encouragement. 

The Committee desires to carry on its work effec- 
tively, and for this purpose, the help is asked of those 
who love the Lord’s-day and would preserve and 
extend its benefits to all classes of our fellow men. 


‘A large portion of every population, under tk 
stances of society, must always be supported upon they 
They will be remunerated for their labor by receiviy 
supply them with food and raiment. Thistheyg 
work, They would receive no more for sevey 


‘‘No poor man can be wronged out og 
ing other working men to th 
labor of the one being pleaded if 
on the other; and no public instt 
Sunday amusements, without inc 
lic institutions shall be perverted 
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‘*T most sincerely approve of 
as a dies non juridicus, in whiclt 
society are to be suspended. Idd 
observance, which naturally and 
period of intermission, a pause in o 
for rest and restoration. I heartil 5 
statute law, and the stronger law SM 


and popular acquiescence.” 
Hon 


PRAYER IN BEHALF OF 
“0 merciful Lord, who hast in pit® : 

rest of the Sabbath, and hast sanctified thé 
may become fitted for the enjoyment of an® 
Thy servants who seek to promote a due obs 
Faith and wisdom, patience and love, that thei 
success, through our Lord Jesus Christ. AmeNee 


The Sabbath Observance Prayer Union, E 
a programme of topics for united prayer during 


A concert of prayer, on each Saturday even? 
many friends of the Lord’s-day in various part'd 
all who love the cause are invited to unite 
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